
MARATHON TOWN BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 

 The monthly meeting of the Marathon Town Board was held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at the Marathon 
Town Hall with the following present:  Supervisor Timothy Elliott, Councilmembers Patricia Willis, David Cross, 
Jefferson Adams, and Nicholas Huizinga; Highway Superintendent Joshua Ensign; and Town Clerk Doris Adams.  
Also present were Village Mayor Scott Chamberlin, MAVAC President Donald Bliss, and Town Bookkeeper 
Joleen Padbury.   

The meeting was opened by Supervisor Elliott at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the flag. 
The minutes of the March 10, 2026 monthly meeting were emailed to members.  Councilman Nicholas 

Huizinga made a motion to accept these minutes as presented, Councilman David Cross seconded it, and the 
minutes were approved with all voting AYE.   

  The following March 2026 reports were reviewed:  Town Clerk, Town Supervisor, and February/March 
SPCA Dog Control.  There was no report from the Justice Court, Building Code Enforcement Officer, or County 
Legislator.  Bank balances and miscellaneous correspondence were also shared.   
  Highway Bills of $11,602.12 were presented by Highway Superintendent Ensign and General Bills of 
$12,124.44 were presented by Town Clerk Adams.  Councilwoman Patricia Willis made a motion to pay the bills, 
Councilman Jefferson Adams seconded it, and it was passed with all voting AYE.  Joleen Padbury, the Town 
Bookkeeper, was here to pick up the April abstract right away as she is going out of town later this week and 
wanted to get the checks ready prior to going.  She left the meeting in session at 7:15 p.m.   

 MAVAC President Donald Bliss was present tonight to share a MAVAC report with the Board.  This first 
quarter of 2026, there have been over 200 calls with about 50 of them being Marathon calls.  There were also seven 
transports from one hospital to another.  He feels they are on track for the year with the staff level and drivers both 
in good shape.  In regards to the new MAVAC building project on Route 11, the paper trail has been frustrating just 
to receive the USDA money.  They can start the bid process once the money has been released.  They are hoping to 
get some of the “NY Forward” money from the Village as well.  Mayor Chamberlain added that the Village should 
know in two to three weeks about that money.  It still will take time to actually get that money as well.  The Board 
thanked Mr. Bliss for coming and he left the meeting in session at 7:35 p.m.  

Mayor Scott Chamberlin was present tonight to again discuss the situation where the Village is supplying 
water to non-Village residents.  He is worried if the current pipe breaks they would no longer be able to provide 
water to these residents.  The Village is suggesting two options.  Option #1:   residents form a water district with 
meters, the Village would continue to provide water to the end of the line and bill the water district, the water 
district in turn would bill the individual residents themselves.   Option #2:  residents drill wells for their individual 
properties.  There are still about 12 non-Village residents who would need to be a part of this.  The Village plans to 
have a meeting with these residents and then possibly give them up to a year to agree on one of these options.  He 
noted there may be some Town legal issues in setting up a water district.  Mayor Chamberlin also discussed the lot 
located in the Town on Route 11 that is in the flood plain and owned by John Hranyczny.  On this property there are 
storage trailers and the recent flood water came up to their landing gears.  The Village is asking that these trailers be 
tied down or moved.  The DEC is worried they will float into the river and cause Village problems at the bridge.  
Mr. Chamberlin indicated their Village Code Officer Adam Brown is willing to write a letter to Mr. Hranyczny 
regarding this matter.  The Board would like Mr. Brown to do that.  Mr. Chamberlin left the meeting in session at 
8:00 p.m.   

We received a contract from Leif Birdsall for mowing the Town Hall property for the 2026 season.  The 
contract is for $1,300 with half to be paid in April and half to be paid in October.  Councilman Jefferson Adams 
made a motion to accept the 2026 lawn moving contract for the Town Hall area from Leif Birdsall in the total 
amount of $1,300.00 to be paid in equal payments of $650.00 in April and October.  Councilman David Cross 
seconded the motion and it was approved with all voting AYE.   

In regards to our Building and Code Enforcement position, Jordan Betts is not planning to get recertified.  
He automatically has a three-year grace period before he would have to get that done.  Although he is now working 
in Lansing again, he is willing to continue for now until we can find a replacement or until Eric Umbarger gets 
certified.   



Councilman David Cross made the following motion, it was seconded by Councilman Nicholas Huizinga 
and approved with all voting AYE:  The Town of Marathon will be having an Amnesty Day on Saturday, May 16, 
2026.   We will accept items in designated areas at the Town of Marathon Highway Garage on Mill Street that day 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 1200 p.m.  Accepted items include construction and demolition wastes, white 
goods, Freon-free items, electronics, mattresses, and scrap metal.  We no longer accept tires.  The Town Clerk will 
advertise said motion in the Cortland Standard and also send it to the Marathon Neighborhood News (Connie 
White) and to the Town Supervisor so he can post it on the Town’s website.   

Supervisor Elliott shared the following miscellaneous information:   
• He attended a County Municipal Leaders’ meeting on Wednesday, March 25th.  National Grid/NYSEG 

shared information.  They just deliver the power and noted that prices are up due to supply and demand. 
• He is encouraging Board members to educate and train themselves in regards to NYS Laws and Regulations.  

He shared the Corrective Action Plan (CAP) to the 2025 partial audit and plans to send it to the Office of the 
State Comptroller (OCS) at the end of this week.  The OSC will then release the CAP to the public.    

• He suggested the Board tour the Highway Garage; a tour is now planned for Tuesday, June 9th at 6:30 p.m. 
prior to June’s Board meeting.   

  Highway Superintendent Joshua Ensign shared the following highway news:   
• The plows and sanders are now off-road.  They have also swept all the Town roads.  
• He reported that Cortland County has made application for a grant with Archtop Fiber LLC to provide 

broadband services to areas in Cortland County including the Town of Marathon.      
• After the recent fire alarm inspection, it came to his attention that we need a landline phone for the fire alarm 

system to work.  Through Frontier, it would be about $40 for another line.  Mr. Ensign will talk with 
Spectrum again about their cost for phone and internet service.   

  With the building season getting started, we have had some inquiries from property owners regarding 
zoning and variance procedures.  Patrick and Patricia Votra have inquired about the procedures for subdividing 
property, variances, building permits, septic & well permits, etc. for their property on Tim Hill Road.  The Town 
Clerk received an email today from their lawyer, Noah Kilmer, and will respond to it tomorrow.  Also, the 
Zelsnack family is in the beginning planning stages of having a wedding venue on Zelsnack Road and made some 
inquiries as to that.   

We have received correspondence from the NYS Retirement System that our recent Standard Work Day 
Resolution was not in compliance and needed to be corrected.  In order to comply we need to make a new corrected 
Standard Work Day Resolution and post it for the 30 days.  Councilman David Cross made the following 
resolution, seconded by Councilman Jefferson Adams, and approved with all voting AYE: BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Town of Marathon hereby establishes the standard work days for Joshua Ensign, 
Highway Superintendent; Eddie Daugherty, Town Justice; and Jordan Betts, Code Enforcement Officer and 
will report these officials to the NYS and Local Retirement System based on their record of activities.     
     Councilwoman Patricia Willis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.   

                                                           Respectfully Submitted,  
 

 
Doris Adams 
Marathon Town Clerk 

news:m

